
HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING
Wednesday 27th July 2016

PRESENT:  Councillor Rush (Chair); Councillors Beswick, Dutton, Susan Emmott, 
Malcolm, McCarthy and Wardle

OFFICERS:  J. Butterworth, D. Lodwig, S. Hay, N. Maver (Neighbourhoods 
Directorate), D. Higgins (Children’s Services Directorate), S. Smith and A. James 
(Resources Directorate)

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Approximately 8 members of the public

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillor O'Rourke and Councillor Robinson

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
14 There were no declarations of interest.

OPEN FORUM
15 No matters were raised under the Open Forum.

PRESENTATION - HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP IN BLOOM
16 The Director of Neighbourhoods informed Members that North West in Bloom 
is the regions part of the Royal Horticultural Society’s Britain in Bloom scheme which 
sought to promote horticultural excellence, community involvement and 
environmental friendliness. Heywood, Rochdale and Pennines Townships each had 
a steering group of community representatives that co-ordinate the North West in 
Bloom entry for the area.

The competition sought to bring together people to improve the quality of the local 
environment and to show it at its best. In Bloom is therefore seen as a catalyst for 
getting people and organisations to work together. 

The Director submitted a montage of photographs which demonstrated the 
substantial efforts that had been to improve the Township’s landscape and 
appearance.

The Committee were advised that the final results of the competition would be 
announced in October 2016.

Members of the Committee acknowledged the great efforts of all those involved in 
the Heywood scheme, commenting on how the scheme had improved the 
appearance of the Town and placed on record their thanks to all those involved.

DECIDED – that the presentation be noted.

MINUTES
17 DECIDED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Heywood Township 
Committee held on 23rd May 2016 be approved as a correct record.

HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP DELEGATED SUB-COMMITTEE
18 DECIDED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Heywood Township 
Delegated Sub-Committee held on 5th July 2016 be noted.



HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE
19 DECIDED – that the minutes of the meeting of the Heywood Township 
Planning Sub-Committee held on 7th June 2016 be noted.

ASSET STRATEGY 2016/2019
20 The Township Committee considered a report of the Director of Economy that 
presented the Council’s Asset Strategy 2016 – 2019, further to its approval by the 
Council’s Cabinet on 6th June 2016.

The Council’s previous Asset Strategy expired on 31st March 2016. Over the three 
year lifespan of this Strategy there had been greater focus on property management 
activities and this had led to some significant changes and improvements and some 
of the achievements and improvements were summarised at Section 5 of the revised 
draft Strategy.

The revised Strategy presented replaced the previous Strategy and built on its 
achievements. It considered the challenges that the authority was likely to face over 
its three year lifespan and how asset management might support service delivery. 
The Strategy sought to establish the benefits the Council would wish to achieve from 
its property portfolio and recommended the overall direction of travel for property 
management activity. It provided a framework of objectives to support decisions 
affecting the management of assets and identifies a series of work streams and 
actions designed to develop the property portfolio and its contribution to Council 
objectives during the next three years.

DECIDED – That the report be noted.
Eligible for Call-in: No.

BUDGET 2017/18 TO 2019/20 GUIDELINES AND TIMETABLE
21 The Township Committee considered a report of the Director of Resources 
that had sought and received  approval from the Cabinet, at its meeting on 6th June 
2016, of the budget guidelines and timetable to be used in preparing the detailed 
2017/18 budget and provisional budgets for 2018/19 and 2019/20.

The Committee were advised that the Council is legally obliged to set a balanced 
budget and the submitted report established the planning process for the budget and 
detailed the assumptions used in the preparation of the budget to ensure they are 
agreed, reasonable and consistently applied by all services.

The budget forecast had been based on a number of assumptions, known levels of 
expenditure and anticipated levels of resources. Final confirmation of these 
assumptions was not expected to be finalised until November/December 2016.

The Committee were advised that the report had also been received by the 
Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 12th July 2016 and was being 
submitted to the four Township Committees for information.

DECIDED – That the report be noted.
Eligible for Call-in: No 


